More than 100 years of seismology have led to an advanced understanding of the tectonic forces that cause Earth's plates to move, slide past each other and collide. But when it comes to earthquake prediction, the seismological approach has always been to try to understand how past events happened and to develop probability models for 'predicting' when the next ones might occur. This analysis has built-in statistical uncertainties that are of the order of years, decades, even centuries -and there is no way around it.
Any good seismologist will recognize the limitations of earthquake prediction. China's latest five-year plan.
This wave of development in hydropower and its effect on water resources is likely to intensify water-related disputes among neighbouring riparian countries. To assess properly the impact of building hydropower dams, transparent policies and multinational cooperation are crucial. Lishan Ran, X. X. Lu National University of Singapore, Singapore. geoluxx@nus.edu.sg much of the reviewing effort goes into manuscripts that are ultimately rejected, meaning that the scientific community has no access to these communications. Under a public system, these records could prevent reinventions of the wheel and help educate newcomers to the field or to peer reviewing.
Publicly available reviews, including those of rejected manuscripts, would also provide an incentive for authors to submit their manuscript only when it is ready -helping to lower rejection rates and aiding the search for suitable reviewers (see go.nature.com/qamrfc). Consulting, Jena, Germany. daniel.mietchen@evomri.net 
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